The association of chronic inflammatory disease in lichen planus with cancer of the oral cavity.
Heavy cigarette smoking and alcohol consumption are the major contributing factors in the development of cancer of the upper aerodigestive tract. Other factors, such as chewing substances and chronic irritation, have been implicated. The purpose of this presentation is to draw attention to chronic inflammation as another likely etiologic factor in the pathogenesis of oral cavity cancer. During the past 4 years, we diagnosed squamous cell carcinoma of the oral cavity in six consecutive patients who had no history of cigarette smoking, alcohol intake, or substance abuse. Although this series is too small for significant analysis, it does suggest that chronic inflammatory processes such as lichen planus and chronic gingivitis can induce neoplastic metaplasia in the epithelium of the oral cavity.